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Elizabeth Cady Stanton spearheaded the call for the
Convention and wrote the first draft of the
“Declaration of Sentiments” out of a strong sense of
injustice and righteous indignation at the plight of
women. She later became one of the most important
and persistent leaders of human rights in U.S. history.

The Organizers and the Men who Supported Them

Frederick Douglass, a former slave and prominent
abolitionist lecturer, published the North Star, one of
the few African-American antislavery newspapers in
the United States.  At the first Women’s Rights
Convention, he publicly seconded Elizabeth Cady
Stanton’s highly controversial motion for the right of
women to vote.
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James and Lucretia Mott were influential Quaker
abolitionists and merchants from Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.  The Motts refused to sell slave-made
products, including cotton and sugar, in their store.
Lucretia Mott was a respected Quaker minister.
During the Convention, Lucretia presented a lecture
and James chaired one of the sessions.
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Thomas and Mary Ann M’Clintock, leaders in Quaker
reform and abolition, moved to Waterloo in 1836.
Mary Ann and Lucretia Mott wrote the Female Anti-
Slavery Society’s appeal in 1832.  In response to the call
for women’s rights, the M’Clintocks hosted a meeting
in their home where the “Declaration of Sentiments”
was written for the first Women’s Rights Convention.

Martha Wright participated in the Convention
activities while pregnant with her seventh child.  She
later embarked on a distinguished career in human
rights, presiding over several conventions and holding
office in women’s rights associations.  She was Lucretia
Mott’s sister.

Richard and Jane Hunt were Waterloo philanthropists
who supported human rights causes.  They hosted the
tea party that led to the call for the first  Women’s Rights
Convention in the United States.
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